
Sentence on
man was ‘too
lenient’ after
purse theft
A man who helped apprehend a thief who 

admitted stealing a pensioner’s purse be-
lieves the sentence handed out was too le-
nient.

Romanian national Catalin-mihai Verea, 
of Smethwick, last week at Telford Magis-
trates Court admitted a theft offence and 
was ordered to pay compensation and carry 
out 200 hours of unpaid work.

His 87-year-old female victim was una-
ware her money and cards had been stolen 
until she got to the till in Aldi on Oswald 
Road, Oswestry, on October 24.

An appeal was made by West Mercia Po-
lice following the theft, and weeks later 
when finishing a shift in Morrisons, near 
to where the theft took place, store worker 
Mark Jones spotted Verea, 44.

He called his duty manager, who stopped 
the man from leaving the store before he was 
arrested.Verea had followed his elderly vic-
tim into the store before the theft.

In a victim impact statement read to the 
court last week, she said: “To be honest I’m 
as tough as old boots. I have been carrying 
on as normal. I was not physically hurt and 
I didn’t know anything until I got to the till 
and I couldn’t find my purse.”

Verea was remorseful, and was ordered to 
pay £192.50 compensation, £185 costs and 
an £85 victim surcharge. Chairwoman of the 
bench Margaret Linington-Payne described 
the crime as despicable, before also ordering 
200 hours of unpaid work to be done.

Mr Jones believes the sentence handed out 
wasn’t heavy enough. He said: “The magis-
trate described it as a despicable crime, I 
believe he should have served some time in 
prison. I think if it was myself it was done to, 
then the punishment would have been okay 
but it was an elderly lady and it should have 
been heavier.”

Excitement as
Punjab star
on the way
Punjab star Kanwar Grewal is heading to 

Wolverhampton Civic Hall this weekend as 
part of his UK-wide tour.

The Sufi vocalist is best known for songs 
Mast Bana Den Ge Beeba, Takkdi, Ticketan 
and Toomba Vajjda.

He is heading to the North Street venue 
on Sunday for what is expected to be a 
packed crowd.

Ahead of his city centre performance, 
Kanwar Grewal said: “I would like to thank 
all my UK fans.

“It would be great to see you all and I’m 
looking forward to singing my own favourite 
songs as well as some of the audience’s fa-
vourite songs.’’ UK Fans have been eagerly 
waiting for Sufi sensation Kanwar’s tour 
Mastana Jogi.

He performed at New Bingley Hall in Bir-
mingham earlier this month. Tickets for the 
Wolverhampton concert are available via 
kanwargrewal.eventbrite.co.uk or via 
wolvescivic.co.uk.

Comedian Jason Manford Follows Kanwar 
on Monday night at the Civic.
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School links key to project Industry needs girl power
Overseeing some of the STEM Challenge 

team projects will be Liz Smith.
She works at the West Midlands STEM 

Ambassador Hub based at the University of 
Worcester.

During the challenge, Liz will be work-
ing with schools in the Black Country and 
Staffordshire.

Her role will include providing support to 
the mentors along the way as they monitor 
the progress of the pupils’ projects.

Speaking about the challenge, lead STEM 
ambassador Liz said: “It’s all about inspir-
ing these young people about STEM and 
about the career opportunities that can 
arise from having these qualifications.

“It’s not just about science or technolo-
gy,or engineering or maths individually,  
it’s also about showing them how all four of 
these can work together.

Dudley College of Technology’s assistant 
principal Shaun Hunt said he hoped the 
STEM Challenge 2018 would open pupils’ 
eyes to the ‘endless opportunities’ available 
with the engineering and manufacturing 
sectors.

Shaun, who previously worked as a build-
ing surveyor, said: “We’ve got a real inter-
est in STEM subjects as a significant part of 
our curriculum is STEM-based.

“I think many people still see engineering 
as a dirty job working in a dirty factory.

“Some may have even seen their grand-
parents and parents losing their jobs so 
there is also a view that it’s not a career for 
the future.

“What we hope to do is inspire them by 
showing them what different careers there 
are and how they could be an engineer in a 
well-paid job in a laboratory environment. 

Ivan Phillips from Adcote School for 
Girls says he hopes the challenge will en-
courage more girls to go into engineering 
and manufacturing.

Latest figures show that just 35 per cent 
of girls choose maths, physics, computing 
or a technical vocational qualification at 
the age of 16 compared to 94 per cent of 
boys. 

This is said to reduce the number going 
on to do a degree or level 4 qualification in 
maths, physics, computer science or engi-
neering to nine per cent of girls compared 
to 29 per cent of boys.

Ivan, who is head of science at the school 
in Shrewsbury, said: “As it’s an all-girls 
school, it’s good to get involved in projects 
like this to inspire the girls.

“We’ve got some brilliant girls that are 
good at science and maths so I’m hoping 

“What I hope is that everybody follows 
through on their aims, makes the most of 
the support available from their mentor 
and designs a product which meets the need 
they have identified. 

“It could be something to hold a key for 
someone with arthritis or something more 
ambitious, it doesn’t matter as long as it 
meets the need they have found,” she said.

Helping the Shropshire schools and their 
mentors will be lead STEM ambassador 
Malcolm Eyre who is based at the Stafford-
shire STEM Centre.

He has more than 20 years of teaching 
experience high schools across Staffordshire 
specialising in design and technology. 

It’s not the world it used to be. We want to 
show them how important these STEM sub-
jects are and what opportunities they can 
open up for them in the future,” he added 
of the project.

During the past few years, the college 
opened the £9 million Dudley Advance cen-
tre for manufacturing and engineering tech-
nology and more recently the £12m Dudley 
Advance II, which focusses on building tech-
nologies.

Both are fitted with the latest equipment 
and technology aimed at equipping students 
with the skills needed in the industries.

The college has worked closely with em-
ployers to ensure both the facilities and cur-
riculum match their requirements.

this project will interest them, inspire 
them, push them and test them. 

“It will be interesting to see what they 
come up with. It’s good to encourage them 
from a younger age to be interested in 
these subjects so that they continue to 
pursue them,” he added.

The school has been partnered with 
Shrewsbury-based Salop Design and Engi-
neering Ltd with mentor Amy Farley, who 
is the firm’s apprenticeship recruiter. “It’s 
an unique opportunity to make sure engi-
neers and manufacturers of the future are 
following the right paths and making sure 
the sectors can continue to grow.

“I’m looking forward to helping them to 
realise their own potential,” she added.

Engineering a bright future
YOUNG engineers of the future can 
put their classroom lessons to the 
test in a new challenge launched 
for schools across the Black Coun-
try, Shropshire and Staffordshire.

MNA, publishers of the Express & 
Star and Shropshire Star, has launched a 
STEM Challenge 2018 – Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering, Maths – to boost student 
engagement with these key topics and also 
give them an understanding of how what 
they learn in the classroom will play a vital 
role in future careers.

The competition is also forging valuable links 
between business and schools and provides stu-
dents with an insight into the world of industry.

There are around two dozen schools signed up 
with each one partnered with a mentor from a 
business or organisation.

They have been asked to design a product 
to improve or enhance the quality of life for a 
group or person they consider to be disadvan-
taged.

The teams of six pupils will need to demon-
strate their product as a working model at a 
presentation event on July 5 at Dudley College 
of Technology, which is the main sponsor for the 
challenge.

Opportunity
They will be judged according to four criteria 

– Best Work Plan, sponsored by Entrust; Best 
Team Work, sponsored by KUKA; Best Oper-
ating Model, sponsored by DENSO; and Best 
Presentation, sponsored by the University of 
Wolverhampton.

Before judging day they will have the opportu-
nity to visit either Dudley College of Technology 
or the University of Wolverhampton’s Telford 
campus to view the facilities and use equipment 
such as 3D printers and laser cutters.

Mentors, who have all been given formal 
STEM training, will visit schools regularly be-
tween now and July to work with the teams to 
monitor progress and provide support where 
needed.

The challenge was announced by Shaun 
Hunt, assistant principal at Dudley College 
of Technology, at a launch event held at GTG 
Training Academy on Tuesday.

“I live and breathe STEM every day because 
a large part of our curriculum is STEM-based. 
It is important to ensure young people are 
equipped with the skills they need for the future 
in a world that is ever changing. 

“These subjects are incredibly valuable and 
there are endless opportunities for careers in 
engineering, manufacturing, building technol-
ogies and digital engineering.

“This challenge will give pupils the chance to 

The launch of the MNA STEM Challenge, at GTG Training Academy in Wolverhampton, which aims to encourage engineers of the futureDudley College assistant principal Shaun Hunt outlines his vision

Colton Hills school lead on careers Dave Berry, of Sutton Coldfield, with mentor, City of Wolver-
hampton Council project team manager Laura Palmer, of Sedgley, sharing their ideas for the future

Adcote School for Girls head of science Ivan Phillips, with mentor, Salop Design 
and Engineering apprenticeship recruiter and centre co-ordinator Amy Farley 

Darren Griffin from MNA at the launch of the
MNA STEM Challenge, in Wolverhampton

find out more about these different careers, try 
out the facilities at Dudley College of Technol-
ogy or the University of Wolverhampton and 
hopefully be inspired,” he said.

Among the schools taking part in the chal-
lenge is Colton Hills Community School in Wol-
verhampton, which has been partnered with 
City of Wolverhampton Council.

Dave Berry, who oversees careers advice at 
the school, said he was pleased with the STEM 
Challenge brief. “I think it’s a good brief be-
cause it offers a lot of scope and I think the 
pupils will be passionate about it. What is also 
good is that it’s achievable. It may be that the 
pupils will already know of someone who needs 
some help and now is there chance to help 
them.”

Mentor Laura Palmer, a project team man-
ager at the city council, said: “I thought the 

challenge was really interesting and now I’m 
very excited to get started. I’m looking forward 
to working with young people and helping them 
to find the right career. 

Enouragement
“I’m also interested in encouraging more 

girls to be interested in STEM subjects because 
the statistics show far fewer girls continue to 
study them so I want to show them that engi-
neering can be a career for them too.”

Neil Edwards, a team manager at Western 
Power Distribution, based in Tipton, volun-
teered to be a mentor because he believes it is 
a worthwhile project as it will help to ensure 
young people are equipped with desirable skills 

in the future. STEM subjects are important be-
cause that’s what we are looking for,” he said. 

“We need to ensure that enough young people 
are taking these,” he added.

He has been partnered with Sandwell Acad-
emy whose employer engagement officer, Sue 
Timms, said: “It’s an interesting brief and 
there should be plenty of opportunities for the 
pupils.

“I think this project will help to get them 
excited about STEM subjects and help to raise 
awareness among parents as well.”

Challenge sponsors have also spoken about 
why they wanted to be involved in the scheme 
and the benefits they hope it will bring.

Claire Barker, from Staffordshire-based edu-
cation organisation Entrust, and Simon Wood, 
who works at JCB and sits on the employers 
panel, said they hoped it would encourage pu-
pils to study STEM subjects at higher levels.

“The country has a shortage of engineers so 

getting more young people interested in STEM 
subjects is vital to ensure we have a workforce 
for years to come,” said Mr Wood. 

“The stereotype is that engineering is a dirty 
job but most engineers wear a suit and tie like 
I do.

“People don’t expect it to be office-based. 
There are lots of different types of engineer-
ing jobs available but young people don’t know 
what careers are out there.

“I hope this challenge gets them excited 
about engineering and hopefully some will go 
on to have engineering careers,” added the pro-
fessional registration manager.

Phil Tomlinson, from Telford-based automo-
tive industry supplier DENSO, will be sitting 
on the judging panel for Best Operating Model.

“We’ve been in Telford for 25 years but now 
we are looking at the next 25 years and the 

skills that we are going to need in the future,” 
he said.

“It’s very hard to find entry-level engineers 
and it’s really difficult to find mid-level career 
engineers. The skills and experience in this 
country is behind our counterparts in Europe 
so the more we can do the better.”

Robots
Katherine Johnson, marketing manager at 

Wednesbury-based KUKA, which specialises in 
industrial robots, said: “We want to encourage 
interest in robotics and automation. 

“I think this challenge will inspire children 
to consider careers in engineering and manu-
facturing as this will show them what opportu-
nities are there.”

Professor Nazira Karodia, dean of the Fac-
ulty of Science and Engineering at the Univer-

sity of Wolverhampton, said: “We’re absolutely 
delighted to support the STEM Challenge and 
look forward to working with local schools and 
businesses to raise the profile of STEM activity 
across the region.”

Express & Star editor Keith Harrison said: 
“As local newspapers, we are in a unique posi-
tion to bring together businesses and schools.

“And, hopefully, some of these partnerships 
might last past the current school year provid-
ing a valuable platform to showcase what the 
young people really can achieve.

“This campaign will give young people new 
skills and encourage them to display real les-
sons learned in the classroom and demonstrate 
the key Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Maths disciplines. 

“With the Black Country undergoing a resur-
gence in high-tech industries, from luxury car 

making to aviation engineering, there has never 
been a better time to equip our young people 
with the skills our businesses require, right 
here on our doorstep.”

Shropshire Star editor Martin Wright said: 
“The Shropshire Star is delighted to support 
this exciting campaign. 

“The challenge provides an opportunity for 
young people around the area to showcase their 
talent and innovative thinking and I am really 
looking forward to seeing the ideas as they take 
shape in the coming months.

“I would like to thank all of those businesses 
– our sponsors and the mentors – for coming 
forward to support us on this project and I am 
absolutely convinced we will unearth some out-
standing talent during the course of the cam-
paign. 

“Good luck to all those who have entered.”
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Mentors, from left, from Phoenix Materials Testing Ltd are Tom Batham, of Stourbridge, and
Sam Shevyn, with Castle High school head of science Laura Cable, also of Stourbridge

Neil Edwards, of Western Power Distribution with Sue Timms of Sandwell Academy

Expansion
plans for
city schools
welcomed
Wolverhampton MP Pat McFadden has wel-

comed plans to expand three primary schools 
in the city.

Plans to expand three primary schools in 
Wolverhampton South East have been ap-
proved by the council’s cabinet.

Loxdale Primary School, Spring Vale Pri-
mary School and Stowlawn Primary School 
will all be permanently increased from one to 
two form entry with effect from September 1, 
2018.

Mr McFadden said: “These expansion plans 
show we are a growing city. Nothing is more 
important than giving every child the best 
start in life and our schools are at the heart 
of that.”

Reception admission limits for each school 
will be increased from 30 places to 60 from 
September 2018.  The admission limits for 
subsequent years will also be 60, enabling the 
schools to grow steadily year-by-year so that, 
by September 2024, each will cater for up to 
420 pupils.

Councillor Claire Darke, the City of Wol-
verhampton Council’s Cabinet Member for 
Education, said: “Demand for educational 
provision in Wolverhampton has increased 
significantly in recent years, and this is good 
news as it shows people want to live and be 
educated in our growing city.

“The increase has principally been driven 
by a 24 per cent rise in births between 2002 
and 2014, and despite the successful creation 
of over 2,000 additional places since 2012, fur-
ther expansion is now required to meet the 
needs of our growing population.

Spring Vale Primary School and Stowlawn 
Primary School will be expanded on their ex-
isting sites, but Loxdale Primary School will 
be relocated to the Bilston Urban Village de-
velopment and be rebuilt as a two-form entry 
primary school. 

Hopes house
will be taken
off danger list
The owners of an historic county hall say 

they are hopeful that extensive restoration 
work will see the building taken off English 
Heritage’s at-risk register.

Pitchford Hall was bought back last year 
by Rowena Colthurst and her husband James 
Nason. Her parents had to sell the house in 
1992.

The hall, which is one of England’s finest 
timber-framed houses, is halfway between 
Shrewsbury and Church Stretton.

Since buying the house back the family 
have been undertaking a painstaking resto-
ration to return the hall to its former glory.

Mr Nason said: “The point of reuniting the 
house with the estate was to start tackling 
the neglect that really should have never hap-
pened, so what we are trying to do is repairs 
that are needed from the rather sad 25 years 
when the house was left completely empty – 
no one lived there at all, not one night!”

Mr Nason added they are hopeful that the 
restoration will lead to the building being 
taken off the at-risk register, either at the end 
of this year or at the end of 2018.

Lead STEM ambassador Liz Smith Assistant principal Shaun Hunt Challenges – Ivan Phillips 

‘Endless opportunities’ on way

King Crimson
reveal city gig

Students join
business group

Prog and rock icons King Crimson will 
play in the West Midlands next year.

The band, formed in 1968, now has three 
drummers, multi-instrumentalist Bill Rief-
lin, original founder Robert Fripp and gui-
tarist and vocalist Jakko Jakszyk among its 
members.

Songs the group is best known for include 
21st Century Schizoid Man, Epitaph, In The 
Court Of The Crimson King, Starless and 
Frame By Frame.

King Crimson will perform a three-hour 
set at the show in Birmingham’s Symphony 
Hall on November 6. It will include historic 
tracks never played live before as well as 
new arrangements of Crimson classics.

Tickets are priced between £58 and £73 
and are now on sale.

Seven students from the Black Country 
have joined the 2017/2018 cohort of the Lloyds 
Bank Social Entrepreneurs Programme.

In partnership with School for Social En-
trepreneurs it is jointly funded by Big Lottery 
Fund.

The year-long programme equips entre-
preneurs with financial support the skills to 
grow a social business to help solve some of 
the most pressing social issues within their 
communities. 

They include Lianne Cargill from Oldbury, 
Clive Corbett from Kingswinford, Omar 
Campbell from Walsall, Mandeep Singh, of 
Wolverhampton, Chloe Dennis-Green from 
Wolverhampton, Gurinder Basson from Wol-
verhampton and Lorna Phillip from Birming-
ham.

STEM AMBASSADOR MAIN SPONSOR SCHOOL
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